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Dawood Ibrahim ("IBRAHIM"), the son of a police constable, has reigned as one 
of the pre-eminent criminals in the Indian underworld for most of the past two 
decades. 
 
IBRAHIM's syndicate is involved in large-scale shipments of narcotics in the U.K. 
and Western Europe. The syndicate's smuggling routes from South Asia, the 
Middle East and Africa are shared with Usama bin Laden and his terrorist 
network. Successful routes established over recent years by IBRAHIM's 
syndicate have been subsequently utilized by bin Laden. A financial arrangement 
was reportedly brokered to facilitate the latter's usage of these routes. In the late 
1990's, IBRAHIM traveled in Afghanistan under the protection of the Taliban. 
 
IBRAHIM's syndicate has consistently aimed to destabilize the Indian 
government through inciting riots, acts of terrorism, and civil disobedience. He is 
currently wanted by India for the March 12, 1993 Bombay Exchange bombings, 
which killed hundreds of Indians and injured over a thousand more. 
  
Information, from as recent as Fall 2002, indicates that IBRAHIM has financially 
supported Islamic militant groups working against India, such as Lashkar-e-
Tayyiba (LeT). For example, this information indicates that IBRAHIM has been 
helping finance increasing attacks in Gujarat by LeT. Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (Army of 
the Righteous) is the armed wing of Markaz-ud-Dawa-wal-Irsha (MDI) – a Sunni 
anti-US missionary organization formed in 1989. The United States added LeT to 
the list of designated terrorists in October 2001. The group was banned by the 
Pakistani government, and its assets frozen, in January 2002. 
 


